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of Righteousness, whom they also called The Star. The evi-
dence of the document under discussion would suggest that
this figure belonged to the past, though there is one passage
where he is spoken of as " The Coming One" Perhaps it is
not too rash to suppose that his votaries placed him in the
past, but yet awaited his return. Certain it is that they believed
the last days to be near at hand and the appearance of the
Messiah imminent.
The true origin and nature of these sectaries has long
remained a problem. In the absence of sources we have to
fall back on hypotheses. It has not been proved that they are
the same as the Dositheans, or that they were Christians.1
The probability is that they belonged to a Jewish movement
hitherto unknown,2 and it is for this reason that they interest us.
Christian writers, especially the historians of heresy, knew
of a certain number of Jewish sects.3 They even knew, or
thought they knew, that these were imbued with gnostic ideas,
since they regarded them as the prime source of the Christian
gnosis.4 Unfortunately, the names mentioned by these writers
are not as a rule accompanied by any information: we per-
ceive much unconvincing confusion, and an even more irritating
vagueness concerning the localization and date of origin of the
various sects. Often we are left without an answer to the
questions whether they emanated from Palestine or from the
Diaspora^ or whether they were anterior to the birth of Jesus.
Justin, for instance, writing in the second century, with a
good knowledge of the Palestinian world, since he was born
at Flavia Neapolis, the ancient Shechem (modern Nablus),
lived there for some time, and regarded himself as of Samaritan
descent,5 mentions seven sects (oig&recs). Yet the very number
seven, which recurs in Hegesippus (second half of the second
century a.d.) attached to quite different names, excites sus-
picion; while the names themselves—Sadducees, Genists,
Merists, Galileans, Helenians, Pharisees and Baptists—mean
little. The Merists and Genists do not appear elsewhere ; the
Sadducees, Galileans, Pharisees and Baptists recur in Hegesippus,
who adds the Essenes, Samaritans and Masbotheans. Epi-
phanius, in the fourth century, likewise holds the strictly Jewish
1 The former view is maintained by Schechter, op. cit., p. xxi; the
latter by Margoliouth, Expositor, 1911, 499 jjf.; 1912, 213 JjT.
2 ccixvn, i, 101.
3	Justin, Dial., 80, 4# ;   Hegesippus in Eus., H.E., iv, 22, off,;
Epiph., Haer., chap, i, 18, 19, 30 and 53 ; Constit. apost., vi, 6 (pp. 313 ff.9
ed. Funk);   Isidore of Seville, EtymoL, viiis 4.
4	Hegesippus, loc. cit., says this categorically.
5	Dial., 100, 6 :   djr6 tov yevov$ rov e^ov, 7£y& ds -c&

